Pigmented lesions in unusual anatomic sites.
This review considers pigmented melanin-containing lesions arising in extracutaneous locations. It includes reactive lesions as well as benign and malignant neoplasms. Melanocytic lesions of the mucosae, nervous system, and individual organs are discussed, and rarer pigmented tumors in unusual sites are also covered. A brief description of the histology and clinical behavior along with proposed explanations for their ectopic location are provided. Emphasis is given to the reality that detailed morphological evaluation and application of ancillary techniques can establish the melanocytic nature and biologic potential of such tumors, but cannot, by themselves, determine the primary or metastatic nature of these lesions.